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AT THE 

SECOND ANNUAL NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE ON HEALTH RESEARCH IN NIGERIA
THEME: EMERGING TRENDS IN GLOBAL DISEASES: HOW SAFE IS NIGERIA?
The chairman, the Key Note speaker- Dr  Bayo Adejumo, our special guests of honor- the heads of Divisions, other distinguished guests and researchers, our host- the Director General of NIMR- Dr PU Agomo, the central organizing committee and all conference participants, gentlemen of the Press, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the 2nd Annual NIMR scientific conference on health research in Nigeria. The theme which has been carefully chosen to be “EMERGING TRENDS IN GLOBAL DISEASES: HOW SAFE IS NIGERIA?”
All glory to Almighty God for making this conference a reality. First of all I want to sincerely appreciate all participants present here today for their interest, despite the slight shift in date of the conference. On behalf of the central organizing committee I promise you a rewarding experience in NIMR as you attend this conference.

The aim of this conference is to harness all pockets of researches going on in various parts of the country on emerging infectious diseases by sharing the findings and creating room for collaborations and useful databases among Nigerian scientist and health professionals.The theme  was chosen to actually reflect on the safety of Nigerians despite the emerging trends in global diseases, the research focus in the country towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Nigerian vision 20:2020 of which research is the mainstay.
Emerging infectious Diseases  include diseases caused by a newly identified microorganism or newly identified strain of a known microorganism (e.g. SARS,AIDS) new infections resulting from change or evolution of an existing organism (e.g. influenza), a known infection which spreads to a new geographic area or population (e.g. West Nile virus), newly recognized infection in an area undergoing ecologic transformation (e.g. Lyme disease), and pre-existing and recognized infections reemerging due to drug resistance of their agent or to a breakdown in  public health (e.g. tuberculosis). Also of growing concern is adverse synergetic interaction among emerging diseases as well as interaction with other infectious and non-infectious conditions that leads to the development of novel syndemics.

The subthemes of the conference; combating tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and malaria, empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and gender equality, as well as trends in male and female infertility and emerging infectious diseases attempts to capture as much as possible the scope described above as well as the MDGs and the instance of health research in providing a healthy environment for Nigerians. This is viewed critically in consonance with the efforts and readiness of the government in making this a reality by backing useful health researches with suitable health policies. Therefore, the central organizing committee made frantic efforts in inviting experienced professionals in these fields to shed light on these important topics.
Furthermore, the organizers of the conference are poised to expand the horizon by liaising with other groups such as Biomedical Groups International (BGI)( the registration form and a brief introduction is in your conference package), Nigeria HIV Vaccine and Microbicide Advocacy Society (NHVMAS) and Network  for HIV/ AIDS Research in Nigeria (NARN) in future conferences to enrich the output of the conference.

Finally, I want to thank our sponsors as reflected on the programme brochure and appeal to them for continuous support for this is a yearly event.

Once again, I welcome you all to this conference on health research in Nigeria tagged asurisummit2009! Thank you all for coming and may the Almighty God lead all of us home safely. Amen. 
Dr KSO Oyedeji

Chairman, ASURI NIMR branch

